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Mr. Lloyd George refused to adopt, as a govern-
ing political principle, this new reluctance to
appeal to a new electorate. With regret he
found himself compelled to agree to a division
in the Liberal Party between those who be-
friended the Government and those who opposed
it, and it is notable that he carried with Mm the
great majority of the old party. Many of the
Coalition Liberals found, when they went down
to their constituencies, that their Liberal Asso-
ciations supported them with a practically
unanimous vote. The provinces were less fac-
tious than the London Clubs.
The Labour Party decided to leave the Coali-
tion, to which they had adhered since December
1916, and to fight the election as a body inde-
pendent of all other parties. But even Labour
did not leave the Coalition as a whole party,
for in the process they became divided into
several sections, and some of the ablest members
of the Labour Party, including Mr. G, N. Barnes
and Mr. G. H. Roberts, remained with the
Government The surprising lack of leadership
in the Labour Party since the General Election,
in spite of their notable victories at the polls,
has been largely due to this division of forces,
and to the fact that several members, such as
Mr. Clynes and Mr. Brace, now acting as Inde-
pendent leaders, were at heart in favour of
remaining within the Government, The Labour
Party, like the Independent Liberals, have also
paid penalty for the spirit of faction.
Deserted by the bulk of the Labour Party,
and by the old leaders of the Liberal Party,